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Also	known	as	desktop	sharing,	screen	sharing	is	the	practice	of	sharing	the	content	of	your	computer	screen	with	another	device	or	multiple	devices.	It	allows	the	second	user	to	see	everything	the	screen-sharing	user	is	seeing,	including	everything	the	screen-sharing	user	is	doing.	Screen	sharing	can	also	be	limited	to	an	application	to	avoid	sharing
everything	on	the	sharer’s	desktop.	As	an	increasing	amount	of	business	is	now	done	over	the	internet,	screen	sharing	has	become	critical	for	things	such	as:	Quick	collaboration	between	coworkers	Client	presentations	Technical	support	for	those	looking	to	solve	a	computer	issue.	Screen	sharing	is	useful	for	online	training	because	trainers	are	able
to	show	trainees	the	exact	process	through	demonstration.	With	the	increase	of	employees	working	remotely,	many	businesses	use	video	conferencing	tools	with	screen	sharing	features	included	to	keep	everyone	on	the	same	page.	How	screen	sharing	works	Screen	sharing	works	by	breaking	down	information	depicted	on	a	computer’s	screen	into
encoded	packets	of	information.	The	information	is	then	sent	across	the	internet	to	another	device.	The	receiving	device	rebuilds	the	image	received	from	the	other	screen.	Advancements	in	screen	sharing	software	can	both	compress	the	data	to	minimize	bandwidth	requirements	and	also	monitor	activity	on	the	screen.	The	software	will	only	transmit
information	when	a	change	or	movement	occurs.	Screen	sharing	software	Screen	sharing	is	an	included	feature	in	different	types	of	applications,	such	as	web	conferencing	or	collaboration	software.	There	are	applications	that	offer	screen	sharing	as	their	main	functionality.	Vendors	offering	screen	sharing	as	the	primary	function	include:
TeamViewer	Dead	Simple	Screen	Sharing	Screenleap	Video	conferencing	vendors	offering	screen	sharing	as	a	feature	include:	If	you	use	Skype,	you	don't	need	an	expensive	conferencing	service	to	show	your	friends	or	colleagues	something	on	your	screen.	The	original	video-chat	service	has	long	supported	a	screen-sharing	feature,	provided	you
launch	it	from	a	desktop	version	of	the	app.	Instructions	in	the	article	apply	to	Skype	on	Windows	10,	macOS,	Linux,	Android,	and	iOS.	Skype	for	Business	is	also	addressed	on	the	platforms	where	it's	available.	Additionally,	While	Skype	is	available	for	web	browsers,	the	Screen	Share	feature	is	not.	There's	one	common	requirement	when	you	want	to
share	your	screen.	You	must	be	engaged	in	a	voice	call	with	your	contact.	You	don't	need	the	sound,	but	it's	useful	to	explain	what's	happening	on	the	screen.	When	you're	in	a	voice	call,	you	can	show	someone	what's	on	your	screen,	though	your	sharing	capabilities	vary	by	platform:	Windows,	macOS,	and	Linux:	One	person	can	share	a	screen	with
everyone	on	the	call.Android	and	iOS:	You	can	take	still	snapshots,	but	not	share	the	screen.	Recent	versions	of	Skype	have	come	a	long	way	to	make	the	application	consistent	across	desktop	operating	systems.	When	you're	connected	to	a	call,	Skype	provides	a	one-click	process	to	share	your	screen	that's	similar	across	all	platforms.	Select	the	Share
screen	icon	in	the	lower-right	corner	of	the	screen.	If	you	have	more	than	one	monitor	or	display,	select	which	one	you'd	like	to	share.	Click	Share	Screen	to	start.	Confirm	what's	being	shared.	Skype	places	a	yellow	border	around	the	screen.	To	stop	sharing,	either	select	the	Share	screen	icon	again	or	hang	up	the	call.	Skype	for	Business	is
Microsoft's	corporate	version	of	Skype.	It	comes	from	their	previous	messenger	called	Lync.	The	process	to	share	your	screen	is	similar	to	the	consumer	version	of	Skype,	as	you	need	to	be	in	a	voice	call,	but	the	on-screen	controls	are	slightly	different.	In	a	video	call,	select	the	Share	Content	icon	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen,	second	from	the	right.
Select	Share	your	Desktop	to	share	the	entire	desktop	or	select	Share	a	Window	to	share	a	single	window.	Use	this	menu	to	stop	sharing	or	end	the	call.	Mobile	devices	can't	share	live	screencasts	in	calls,	but	these	devices	can	share	screenshots.	Screen	sharing	is	the	equivalent	of	video.	If	you're	on	a	mobile	network,	it	uses	your	data	rapidly.	Unless
you're	only	text	chatting	while	using	Skype,	access	a	Wi-Fi	network	to	avoid	overage	charges.	On	iOS	or	Android,	tap	the	Plus	when	you're	on	a	call.	This	tap	displays	the	actions	you	can	take	during	a	call.	Tap	Snapshot.	Skype	takes	a	snapshot	of	your	screen	and	automatically	inserts	it	into	the	call's	text	chat.	You	may	not	notice	it	with	the	voice	call
taking	up	the	full	screen,	but	the	chat	indicator	in	the	lower-left	corner	of	the	screen	shows	a	new	message.	That's	where	you'll	find	the	picture	of	your	screen.	Others	in	the	call	can	view	or	download	the	screenshot,	so	be	careful	what	else	is	on	the	screen	when	you	capture	it.	While	you	can't	send	your	screen	to	other	callers,	you	can	receive	shared
screens	on	a	mobile	device.	It	appears	in	the	center	of	the	screen	but	might	be	too	small	to	be	useful.	Like	most	high-throughput	internet	features,	screen	sharing	doesn't	always	work	as	planned.	Here	are	some	common	problems	and	solutions:	If	you	start	screen	sharing	and	your	callers	report	nothing	appears,	turn	the	feature	off	then	back	on	again.
This	toggling	is	also	the	fix	to	a	frozen	screen,	for	example,	when	you	move	around	the	screen	but	callers	report	they	don't	see	any	changes.If	starting	and	stopping	the	screen	share	doesn't	work,	exit	the	call	and	then	reconnect.Screen	sharing	over	the	internet	makes	it	subject	to	traffic	spikes	and	other	network	barriers,	meaning	it's	not	the	best
option	to	share	something	that	requires	a	high	quality	of	service.	There's	not	a	fix	for	this	one,	only	a	caveat	to	not	use	Skype	to	stream,	for	example,	a	video	game	if	you	want	to	maintain	high	quality.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	How	To	Share	Screen	Google	Meet	Web	Hero
(Image	credit:	Jeramy	Johnson	/	Android	Central)	Whether	you're	socially	distancing	or	if	working	from	home	is	the	norm	for	you,	a	video	conferencing	tool	like	Google	Meet	can	be	a	lifesaver	for	staying	connected	and	productive.	However,	sometimes	you	need	a	bit	more	firepower	than	your	smiling	face,	particularly	when	you	want	to	show	your
colleagues	what	you're	talking	about.	So	we'll	show	you	the	simple	steps	to	share	your	screen	during	your	next	Google	Meet	session.From	an	active	Google	Meet	call,	click	on	the	Present	Screen	icon	at	the	bottom	center	of	the	screen	(looks	like	a	box	with	an	upward-facing	arrow).Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android
Central)Choose	whether	you	want	to	share	your	entire	screen,	a	specific	window,	or	a	specific	Chrome	tab.Source:	Android	CentralWhen	you're	done	sharing	your	screen,	click	the	blue	button	at	the	top	left	of	the	screen	that	says	Stop.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)From	there,	you'll	need	to	click	back	to	the	active
Google	Meet	tab	to	see	the	rest	of	your	team.Sharing	your	screen	from	a	computer	like	one	of	the	best	Chromebooks	is	the	preferred	method	because	you	have	more	options	as	to	what	you	can	present.	It's	just	a	more	natural	user	interface	in	general.	However,	if	you're	stuck	on	a	mobile	device,	you're	not	out	of	luck,	as	there	is	a	way	to	share	your
phone's	screen	as	well.From	an	active	Google	Meet	call,	tap	on	the	three-dot	menu	in	the	bottom	right	corner	of	the	screen.Tap	on	Share	screen.Source:	Android	CentralTap	on	Start	sharing.Confirm	that	you	wish	to	share	whatever	appears	on	your	screen	(including	notifications)	by	tapping	Start	Now.Tap	Stop	sharing	when	you	are	finished
presenting.Source:	Android	CentralThe	best	use	of	this	is	to	walk	your	team	through	features	(or	issues)	that	you're	trying	to	show	off	in	an	app	or	website	or	if	you	just	want	to	share	some	content	and	you're	not	in	a	position	to	do	so	from	your	computer.	Of	course,	it's	not	necessarily	ideal	for	that	second	scenario,	but	at	least	it's	there	to	help	you	get
the	job	done!Be	sure	to	check	out	our	other	great	Google	Meet	tips	and	tricks	roundups	for	more	ideas	on	how	to	improve	your	next	video	meeting.	When	you	want	to	share	your	smartphone’s	screen	to	help	troubleshoot	your	handset,	you	have	to	use	a	remote	control	app	or	send	a	screen	recording.	Now,	you	can	use	the	Skype	app	to	easily	share
your	iPhone	or	Android	screen.	How	to	Share	Your	Android	Screen	Using	Skype	Open	the	Skype	app	on	your	Android	smartphone	and	make	sure	that	you’re	running	the	latest	version	(it	works	for	Android	6.0	and	higher).	Before	you	get	started,	you’ll	have	to	give	the	app	permission	to	access	audio	and	video	recording	capabilities	on	your	device.
Now	navigate	to	a	conversation	where	you	want	to	share	your	screen	and	tap	on	the	“Video	Call”	button.	Once	the	call	has	been	accepted,	you’ll	see	the	familiar	video	calling	interface.	Here,	tap	on	the	three-dot	Menu	button	in	the	bottom-right	corner.	Now,	choose	the	“Share	screen”	option.	Android	will	ask	you	if	you	want	to	share	your	screen	using
the	Skype	app.	Here,	tap	on	“Start	Now”.	If	you	don’t	want	the	app	to	ask	you	every	time	you	use	the	feature,	check	the	“Don’t	Ask	Again”	box.	The	screen	sharing	will	begin.	You	can	exit	the	Skype	app	and	switch	to	the	app	or	the	screen	you	want	to	show	to	the	person	on	the	other	end	of	the	call.	Once	you’re	done,	you	can	come	back	to	the	Skype
app	and	then	tap	on	the	“Stop	sharing”	button	at	the	top	of	the	screen	to	stop	sharing	your	screen.	You	can	continue	the	call	if	you	wish	or	you	can	tap	on	the	red	“End	Call”	button	to	end	the	call.	How	to	Share	Your	iPhone	Screen	Using	Skype	The	process	for	sharing	the	screen	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad	is	slightly	different.	The	Skype	app	uses	the
screen	recording	and	broadcast	feature	first	introduced	in	iOS	11.	On	your	iPhone	or	iPad,	open	the	Skype	app	and	navigate	to	the	conversation	where	you	want	to	share	the	screen.	Here,	tap	on	the	Video	Call	button	in	the	top	toolbar.	Once	the	video	call	starts,	tap	on	the	three-dot	Menu	button.	From	here,	select	the	“Share	Screen”	option.	You’ll	see
a	full-screen	overlay	on	the	screen	telling	you	about	the	Broadcast	feature.	You’ll	see	the	Skype	app	on	the	list.	Tap	“Skype”	to	select	it	and	then	tap	on	the	“Start	Broadcast”	button.	You’ll	see	a	red	pill	around	the	time	in	the	top-left	corner	(or	a	red	bar	on	top	of	the	screen	on	older	iPhones	and	iPads).	This	means	that	you’re	now	sharing	your	device’s
screen.	If	it	doesn’t	work	on	the	first	try,	stop	the	screen	sharing	and	try	again).	You	can	now	navigate	to	other	apps	and	Skype	will	continue	to	record	and	share	your	screen	to	the	caller	on	the	other	end.	When	you’re	done,	you	can	come	back	to	the	Skype	app	and	then	tap	on	the	“Stop	sharing”	button.	Alternatively,	you	can	also	tap	on	the	Red	Pill
button	in	the	top-left	corner	of	the	screen.	If	you	want,	you	can	go	back	to	the	Menu	and	share	your	screen	again.	Once	you’re	done,	tap	on	the	red	“End	Call”	button	to	stop	the	video	call.	You	can	use	a	similar	built-in	feature	called	Screen	Recording	to	directly	record	your	iPhone	or	iPad	screen.
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